WHY BE A JEW?
Giving Each Russian Jew an Opportunity to Know the Jewish Tradition - and Himself

THE AM HASEFER PUBLISHING HOUSE
A Proposal for Worldwide Dissemination of Outreach Publications for Russian Jews

The Aleph Bet Series of Basic Books on Jewish Identity

The Problem: More than seventy years of the Soviet regime in Russia succeeded in extinguishing Jewish
tradition almost completely amongst three million of our brothers and sisters, now dispersed around the world.

The Result: Lack of self-identity and lack of respect for the Jewish tradition and for the Jewish people. The
intermarriage rate (50-80%) indicates the extent of the ongoing separation of Jews from their Jewish identity.
This separation is also expressed in widespread conversions to other religions and a low birthrate, indicating a
lack of a higher goal in life, one that would encourage the raising of a family.

From the 1960’s until today, the number of Jews in the world, according to the Jewish Agency (as well as other
Jewish demographic studies), has fallen from 16.5 million to 12.8 million. The contraction (if not the

extinction) is moving at a rate of about 100,000 per year! This is especially affecting the former Soviet Jews!

The quickest way to help to all individual Jews and to support all educational outreach programs:

e To give secular Russian Jews serious informative literature, interesting, understandable and meaningful
to them.

e To show them that not only that Jews have always been, thanks to their tradition, ahead of the rest of
humanity both spiritually, morally and humanly, but that they themselves can achieve high goals,
benefiting themselves and their people.

e To help each and every Jew develop and maintain a rightful feeling of respect and love for himself as a
Jew and for his People and thus attain personal happiness and fulfillment.

e Last but not least - to bridge the gap between secular and religious Jews and the tradition they represent.

The cheapest, quickest, and most effective way of reaching and influencing the dispersed Russian Jews in
Israel and Diaspora (who love and highly appreciate books, and books don’t arise their popular mistrustful and
defensive reaction as to people propagating Jewish tradition) is to create a series of basic books in Russian
about the Jewish tradition. These books would be sent worldwide and put on the Internet (this could be done
without special funds, but it is very time-consuming), and so, all Jews could learn about themselves, about their
mentality and about eternal values. A small number of carefully selected books, easily understandable and
relevant to all Jews, regardless of their level of Jewish education (such as books about Jewish history), will help
them obtain the proper self-respect, self-love and love of our People, as well as developing in them a desire to
live a better life - in accordance with our tradition.

The Plan:

To publish 18 books within three years on topics such as Jewish history; the Jewish family; parenting;
psychology; law and ethics (examples: Berel Wein’s History of Jewish PeopjeA. Kaplan’s A Handbook of
Jewish ThoughtR. A. Twersky’s Let Us Make ManThe Power of Wordsy Z. Pliskin and My Child is My
Disciple by Noach Orlovek), each one with a circulation of 2000 copies: a total of six books a year, with
subsequent posting on Internet. This would significantly improve the situation of Russian Jewry as each book
can change a person’s life, and go on to change the life of his friends and neighbors.

Gedalia Spinadel,

Director of Am Hasefer (People of the Book) - 48 Jewish books translated, compiled, edited and 17
published in Russian.

Address: 17/4 Zevin St., Neve Yaakov, Jerusalem 91270 Israel

Tel: 972-2-(0)52-890-8899

E-mail: gedaliaspinadel@yahoo.com; http://spinadel-sefer.livejournal.com/
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BS”D
Publishing Plan of Am Hasefer
The Aleph Bet Series of Basic Books on Jewish Identity
From these books we’ll choose 18 for the first 3 years

Jewish History and Jewish Thought:

Berel Wein’s History of Jewish Peoglebooks)

A Handbook of Jewish Thougdhit A. Kaplan (2 books)

The Arye Kaplan Anthology

Good and Evil in Jewish Traditioby Prof. Shmuel Rosenberg

Jewish Psychology and Ethics:

Ahavat Chesebly Chafez Chaim

Loving Kindness. Daily lessons in the power of giving. The Shiurim of R. Fishel Shachter.
Let Us Make Maiby R. Dr. Abraham Twersky

Rejoice: Everything is for the Beast M. Goldberg

How to Improve Character: Practical Guids Naftaly Hoffner

The Power of Wordsy Zelig Pliskin

The Other Side of the Stdsy Yehudit Samet

Duties of Hearts, Hovot alevavey Rabbeinu Bachya/Haberman

Jewish Marriage, Family, Education:

Head to HeartWhat to Know Before Dating and Marriage by G. Manolson

Kabala on Marriagecompiled by G. Spinadel

To Kindle a Souby L. Kelemen

Education books oR. Noach Orlovek

Torah’s Truth:

Pathwaysy R. Shlomo Wolbe

Nineteen Lettersy S. R. Hirsh

Judaism in a Nutshelly Shimon Apisdorf

Living up to the Trutlby R. Dr. Dovid Gottlieb

Beyond a ReasonbtDoubtby Shmuel Waldman

Visions of Greatnedsy R. Weiss

How to Study our Texts:

7 Allegories: Agada from Talmugy R. Aviezer Wolfson

13 Psalms- The Translation, Rules of Reading and Thorough Meaning by Z. Fuchson
Hallel — Ibn Yahya and other commentarigsnpiled by G. Spinadel

The World of one Sugya

The Way to Understanding of our Ritual Practice:

Shma Israel Meanings, Kavanot, Meditation

The Art of Jewish Prayéty R. Izhack Kerzner

Kadish — pocketbook, deep and inspired commentary, translation, transliteration (Ashkenaz and Sefard)
compiled by R. Sominsky, G. Spinadel

Guide to Jewish Wedding — pocketbook with texts and explanatiopsled by Sominsky, Spinadel
13 Principles of Faith

Circumcision — pocketbook

Bar mizva — pocketbook

Love of Zion — Rabbis for Israel compiled by G. Spinadel
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Publishing Plan

Jewish History and Jewish Thought:

Berel Wein’s books of Jewish People History from the Second Temple to our Days (4 books)

WIlh dgb]lb k fgh _kl\hf nhlh]jZnbc \ha\jZzszZxl jmkkdbf _\j_yf ihgbfZgb_ h[s.
p_gghklb _Th gzZjh~Z dhlhju_ kh\_IkdZy \eZklv kdjul\ZzezZ k_fv~_kyl e |

A Handbook of Jewish Thought by A. Kaplan (2 books)

The Arye Kaplan’s Anthology including 13 Principles of Faith by A. Kaplan (2 books)

Dgb]lb ]_gbzZevgh]l]h mqg_gh]lh j DZiezZzgZ g_kml b~_b b k\_I Lhju AgZlv o
ljZ"bpbhgghc fukeb baeh™ ggu_ gZ yaud_ kh\j_f gghklb g _h[oh”~bfh qglhJu
Jhjrblvky wlbf

Immortality, Resurrection and the Age of Universe: a Kabbalistic View by A. Kaplan

<ur_"rZy ihkf_jlgh dgb]z jzatykgy_| kZfu_ Ijm~gu_ \hijhku ~ey k\_lkdh]h q_
Avot — Jewish Ethics — a classical commentary Meam Loes

Fghlh gh\uo Zki_dlh\ b \Z'guo fuke_c g_ hk\_s_gguo \ ij_"gbo ba”Zgbyo ih
ijZ\bevgh khjb_glbjh\ZIvky \ "baghb

Good and Evil in Jewish Tradition, by Prof. Shmuel Rozenberg

H”AZj _gguc bklhjbd b j _eb]bhaguc nbehkhn ihdzau\zZz | IjZ"bpbhggu_ \a]Jey”u
aVikuach — a Hundred Years Debate Between Jews and Greeks Philosophers by Gad Erlanger

Dhff_glZjbc d deZzkkbq_kdhfm ijhba\_"~_gbx _\j_ckdhc fukeb ZdImZevghfm b
Judaism in a Nutshell by Shimon Apisdorf

Djzldh_ hkljhmfgh_ b [e_klys__ baeh _gb_ _\j_ckdhc IjZ*bpbb jZ\Z b Z\IhjZ

Jewish Psychology and Ethics:

Ahavat Hesed by Chafez Chaim

Dezkkbqg_kdZy dgb]zZz fm”j_pZ ijhreh]h \_dzZ jzkkdZaulZ_I| h ex[\b d ~“h[jm b
wlhc aZih\_"b [_a agZgby dhlhjuo ©*h[jh? fh™ | h[_jgmlvky aehf

Let Us Make Man by R. Dr. Abraham Tversky

IhlihfklI\_gguc jZ\\bg b ikbobZzlj Z\Ihj dgb] bkoh”y ba _\j_ckdbo p_gghkl_
“hklhbgkl\h b ihablb\gmx kZfhhp_gdm [_a g_]h g_evay [ulv kgZkleb\uf b ijF
gb \ ih\k_~g_\ghc "baghb

Pesach Krohn, Jewish Stories from Rav Shvadron

< wlbo ih*ebgguo bklhjbyo azf_qzZl_evgh]h jzkkdzZaqgbdz jzZkdju\zZ_Ilky \
_\j_ckdh_ fbjh\haaj_gb_ \halur_gguc b Ijh]Zl _evguc h[jZa “bagb

Rejoice: Everything is for the Best by M. Goldberg

Dgbl]z jzkdjulZ_| h~bg ba hkgh\guo _\j_ckdbo ijbgpbih\ dhlhjhfm jZ[b :db\Zz
Hg khojzgy_| "bagv gZjh~Z b [h*jhklv hI*_evguo ex”_c kj_"b \k_o [_* b dZIZ
How to Improve Character: Short Practical Guide by Naftaly Hoffner

Dgb]zZ [ulr_]h magbdZ dhgpeZ]_jy b [hevrh]lh mq_ghlh \u~Zxs_]hky k\h_c Kk
dZd kh[ex"Zy aZdhgu Lhju klZlv Q_eh\_dhf

The Power of Words by Zelig Pliskin

Fgh]l]b_ \ Khxa_ ]hj*bebkv I_f qlhfpHdmylgijz®bmgZzy ijhklhlZ om _ \hjh\kl\z?2
mqgbl dzZd \ujzZz Zlv fukeb \ jZaguo kbImZpbyo qlh[u g_ jZgblv b g_ m[b\ZIv
g_ihijZ\bfuc \j_~ bf b k_[_

Gateway to Happiness by Zelig Pliskin

> ij_kkbhbg jZaysbc keZ[uo b kbevguo DZd ij_h~he_Ilv bo b ijb”Ib d hilt
Mq_gb_ gZrbo fm”~j_ph\ ihfh]Z_| fgh]lbf k_]h"gy

Duties of Hearts, Hovot alevavot by Rabbeinu Bachya

Dezkkbdz _\j_ckdhyc igdlks__ ijhba\_~_gb_ ]_gby

The Life’s Way of Torah (Shmuses on Weekly Parshah) by R. Pinchas’s Sheinberg

<urZxsbcky jz\\bg gZr_1h \j_ f gb ihdZau\zZz_| gz fzZl _jbZe_ Lhju kh\_lu b n
gjZ\kI\_gguo ijh[e_f

The Other Side of the Story by Yehudit Samet

lhegZy xfhjz b fm~jhklb dgb]Z h[ bkiheg_gbb azih\_~b ~Z\ZIv ijb\be_]bx khfi
h{tykg_gb_ dZaZehkv [u hqg_\b”rgh g_]ZIb\guf ijhbkr_klI\byf qlh ihalhey_1 ij
g_"hjZamf_gbc b dhgnebdlh\

Bni Bechori Israel — My Son, My Firstborn, Israel by Ezriel Tauber
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Dgb]Z h~ghlh ba kZfuo ba\_klguo \ fbj_ e_dlhjh\ b Z\lIhjZ jg¥@hdmb] wfhp
jZkdju\Z | kmlv hk_ggbo ijZa*gbdh\ jZkdZygby ba[jZgghklb BajZbey b kfuk

Jewish Marriage, Family, Education:

Head to Heart. What to Know Before Dating and Marriage by G. Manolson

Ex"b ©iz"zZx|l \ ex[h\v® b hijhf_Igb\h aZzdexqzZxl| [jZzdb hklzZxlky jZa[blu_ k_fy
Qlh ~_ezlv" >mfzlv ij_"~_ q_f-"Qékdel_Hdgbfl'm

Two Faces of Man. Kabala on Love and Marriage compiled by G. Spinadel — 2 books

Fm gbgzZ b "_gspo\i_ Zki_dlu jh*kI\Z b hlebgby azZdhg dZ[ZeZ nbehkhnby
mqg_guo ikboheh]by ihwaby b fm~jhklv \ kmijm _kdbo hlghr_gbyo

To Kindle a Soul by L. Kelemen

ljhn_kkhj D_e f g mgbl \hkiblZezxghmrb f “bagb _\j ckdh]h gZjh”*Z gz
\jzzfz

R. Noach Orlovek

Lj_lvy dgb]Z agzf_gblh]lh i_”~Z]h]Z h \hkiblZgbb ihke_ ihimeyjghc gZ jmkkd
—fhc mq_gbd?2 h Ihf dzd ~“h[blvky “"bkpbiebgu ~h[jhf

Torah’s Truth — The Way to Tshuva:

Ohr leshav (Pathways) — by R. Shlomo Volbe

Dgb]Z \u~Zxs_]hky jZ\\bgZ mqgbl_ey _\j_ckdhc wilbdb fghlh \ukImiz\r_]Jh b i
\ db[mpZo b \ Zjfbb jzZkdjul\Z_I kmlv imlb d ljZ*bpbb

Living up to the Truth by R. Dr. Dovid Gottlieb

;ulrbec ijhn_kkhj fzZl eh]lbdb Zf_jbdzZgkdh]lh mgb\_jkbl_|Z jz\ =hleb[ ijb
bklhjbg_kdb_ b khpbZevgu_ hkgh\Zgby ~ey "bagb kh]JeZkgh Lhj_

Beyond a Reasonable Doubt by Shmuel Waldman

Gh\h_ ba”Zgb_ ihimeyjghc dgb]b kbkl_fZlbg_kdb jZa\b\Zy b b E D_e
"hdzZaul\zZz_1 \Z ghklv b ~hklh\_jghklv _\j_ckdhc IjZz~bpbb

Nineteen Letters by R. Sh. R. Girsh

WIh ijhba\_~_gb_ \u”Zxs_]hky -fobké&bdZeyw _jgmeh d gZjhm fgh _klI\h _\j_
bgl_ee_dimZevguecijhkaefirh kh\j_f_g_g

Visions of Greatness by R. Weiss

FZydb'bag_ggu_ hjb_glbjdu™gdxgb_ ky jZ\\bgu g_"Z\g_.]h ijhreh]h

The Secret of Happiness — Shabbaby R. David Miller

Dgbl]Z wlh]h wim~bjh\Zggh]lh jZ\\bgZ b [bag_kf_gZ \_jgmeZ km[[hIm lukyqgZf

How to Study our Texts: Why Jews are Sitting in Yeshiva for 2000 years?

7 Allegories: Agada from Talmud by R. Aviezer Volfson

KdzZadb ex[yl \k_ Gh dzd ihgylv bo gzZzf_d mqg_gb_ _\j_ckdbo fm”j_ph\"

13 Psalms — The Translation, Rules of Reading and Thorough Meaning by Z.Fuchson

IkZzefukzfzy gblz_fzZy dgb]Z gZ k\_1_ Gh glh hgb j _Zevgh ]h\hjylI"

The World of One Sugia

H]ljhfguc azZ\hjZ b\Zxsbc fbj jZa\hjZqb\Z |ky gZ |lj_o ebklZo LZefm”~Z b ah
mqgZklb_ \ iml_r_kl\bb d kzZfhfm k_[_

Ibjd_c :\hDZd mqgblv FbrgEn \mhim[ebdh\ZgZ

The Jungler and the King by Rav Aharon Feldman

Dgb]Zz ba\_klghlh Z\lhjz b JezZ\u _rb\u G_j BkjZwev \ ;Zelbfhj_ ihdZau\Z
fbrjZr -¢cZee ]hjbc fm”~j_ph)\

The Way to Prayers:

Shma Israel — Law and Spirit in Judaism by Norman Lam (g Zi_qZ)ZgZ

< q_f k\b™ I _evkl\h gZr_c \_ju" WIlh h[tykgyxl fm”~j_pu jZagh]lh \j_f _gb
The Art of Jewish Prayer by R. Izhack Kerzner

Dzd k”_eZlv glhJu gZrZ ijhkv[Z d L\hjpm e_|_eZ klj_ehx ba emd2z"

To Pray with Fire — a 5-minute lesson-a-dayR. Heshy Kleinman

Dzd jzkdjulv k_j*p_ b k~_eZlv fhebl\m ~_eZgghc emqrbf \j_f_g_f ~gy"
Sidur Ashkenaz with translation and transliteration by G. Spinadel

Fgh]l]b_ ohlyl mgzki\h\zZlv \ Hdgblih&lgbfZz_ | yaudhluc [Zjv_]j
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Birkat Hamazon Ashkenaz — Commentary, Translation, Transliteration by G. Spinadel

;eZlh”~Zjblv L\hjpZ ith&&ih\ v ba Lhju dZd _(pockdtidok)gylv™

Hallel — Ibn Yahya and other commentaries compiled by G. Spinadel

ee_eV_jrbgZ ijhkez\e_gbWIlg\hfifjp4dh kmlv"
Kadish — Commentary, Translation, Transliteration, pocketbook

Guide to Jewish Wedding — pocketbook with texts and explanations by Sominsky, Spinadel

Djzldh_ h[tykg_gb_ ihjy*dzZ b kfukez ~_ckl\bc b [eZ]hkeh\_gbc _\j_ckdhc k\.
Circumcision — pocketbook ihjy~hd p_j_fhgbb [eZ]hkeh\_gby b kfuke wlh]h ~_ckl\by
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