WHY BE A JEW?
Giving Each Russian Jew an Opportunity to Know the Jewish Tradition - and Himself

THE AM HASEFER PUBLISHING HOUSE
A Proposal for Worldwide Dissemination of Outreach Publications for Russian Jews

The Aleph Bet Series of Basic Books on Jewish Identity

The Problem: More than seventy years of the Soviet regime in Russia succeeded in extinguishing Jewish
tradition almost completely amongst three million of our brothers and sisters, now dispersed around the world.

The Result: Lack of self-identity and lack of respect for the Jewish tradition and for the Jewish people. The
intermarriage rate (50-80%) indicates the extent of the ongoing separation of Jews from their Jewish identity.
This separation is also expressed in widespread conversions to other religions and a low birthrate, indicating a
lack of a higher goal in life, one that would encourage the raising of a family.

From the 1960’s until today, the number of Jews in the world, according to the Jewish Agency (as well as other
Jewish demographic studies), has fallen from 16.5 million to 12.8 million. The contraction (if not the

extinction) is moving at a rate of about 100,000 per year! This is especially affecting the former Soviet Jews!

The quickest way to help to all individual Jews and to support all educational outreach programs:

e To give secular Russian Jews serious informative literature, interesting, understandable and meaningful
to them.

e To show them that not only that Jews have always been, thanks to their tradition, ahead of the rest of
humanity both spiritually, morally and humanly, but that they themselves can achieve high goals,
benefiting themselves and their people.

e To help each and every Jew develop and maintain a rightful feeling of respect and love for himself as a
Jew and for his People and thus attain personal happiness and fulfillment.

e Last but not least - to bridge the gap between secular and religious Jews and the tradition they represent.

The cheapest, quickest, and most effective way of reaching and influencing the dispersed Russian Jews in
Israel and Diaspora (who love and highly appreciate books, and books don’t arise their popular mistrustful and
defensive reaction as to people propagating Jewish tradition) is to create a series of basic books in Russian
about the Jewish tradition. These books would be sent worldwide and put on the Internet (this could be done
without special funds, but it is very time-consuming), and so, all Jews could learn about themselves, about their
mentality and about eternal values. A small number of carefully selected books, easily understandable and
relevant to all Jews, regardless of their level of Jewish education (such as books about Jewish history), will help
them obtain the proper self-respect, self-love and love of our People, as well as developing in them a desire to
live a better life - in accordance with our tradition.

The Plan:

To publish 18 books within three years on topics such as Jewish history; the Jewish family; parenting;
psychology; law and ethics (examples: Berel Wein’s History of Jewish People; A. Kaplan’s A Handbook of
Jewish Thought; R. A. Twersky’s Let Us Make Man; The Power of Words by Z. Pliskin and My Child is My
Disciple by Noach Orlovek), each one with a circulation of 2000 copies: a total of six books a year, with
subsequent posting on Internet. This would significantly improve the situation of Russian Jewry as each book
can change a person’s life, and go on to change the life of his friends and neighbors.

Gedalia Spinadel,

Director of Am Hasefer (People of the Book) - 48 Jewish books translated, compiled, edited and 17
published in Russian.

Address: 17/4 Zevin St., Neve Yaakov, Jerusalem 91270 Israel

Tel: 972-2-(0)52-890-8899

E-mail: gedaliaspinadel@yahoo.com; http://spinadel-sefer.livejournal.com/
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Publishing Plan of Am Hasefer
The Aleph Bet Series of Basic Books on Jewish Identity
From these books we’ll choose 18 for the first 3 years

Jewish History and Jewish Thought:

Berel Wein’s History of Jewish People (4 books)

A Handbook of Jewish Thought by A. Kaplan (2 books)

The Arye Kaplan Anthology

Good and Evil in Jewish Tradition, by Prof. Shmuel Rosenberg
Jewish Psychology and Ethics:

Ahavat Chesed by Chafez Chaim

Loving Kindness. Daily lessons in the power of giving. The Shiurim of R. Fishel Shachter.
Let Us Make Man by R. Dr. Abraham Twersky

Rejoice: Everything is for the Best by M. Goldberg

How to Improve Character: Practical Guide by Naftaly Hoffner

The Power of Words by Zelig Pliskin

The Other Side of the Story by Yehudit Samet

Duties of Hearts, Hovot alevavot by Rabbeinu Bachya/Haberman
Jewish Marriage, Family, Education:

Head to Heart. What to Know Before Dating and Marriage by G. Manolson
Kabala on Marriage compiled by G. Spinadel

To Kindle a Soul by L. Kelemen

Education books of R. Noach Orlovek

Torah’s Truth:

Pathways by R. Shlomo Wolbe

Nineteen Letters by S. R. Hirsh

Judaism in a Nutshell by Shimon Apisdorf

Living up to the Truth by R. Dr. Dovid Gottlieb

Beyond a Reasonable Doubt by Shmuel Waldman

Visions of Greatness by R. Weiss

How to Study our Texts:

7 Allegories: Agada from Talmud by R. Aviezer Wolfson

13 Psalms — The Translation, Rules of Reading and Thorough Meaning by Z. Fuchson
Hallel — Ibn Yahya and other commentaries compiled by G. Spinadel
The World of one Sugya

The Way to Understanding of our Ritual Practice:

Shma Israel — Meanings, Kavanot, Meditation

The Art of Jewish Prayer by R. Izhack Kerzner

Kadish — pocketbook, deep and inspired commentary, translation, transliteration (Ashkenaz and Sefard)

compiled by R. Sominsky, G. Spinadel

Guide to Jewish Wedding — pocketbook with texts and explanations compiled by Sominsky, Spinadel

13 Principles of Faith
Circumcision — pocketbook
Bar mizva — pocketbook

Love of Zion — Rabbis for Israel compiled by G. Spinadel

BS”D
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Publishing Plan

Jewish History and Jewish Thought:

Berel Wein’s books of Jewish People History from the Second Temple to our Days (4 books)

3TO KHHUTH ¢ MHOXeCTBOM (hoTorpaduii BO3BpaIlalOT PYCCKUM €BpesM MOHUMAaHHE OOILIET0 X0JAa UCTOPUH H
LEHHOCTH €r0 HapoZa, KOTOPBIE COBETCKas BIACTh CKPhIBAJIa CEMBAECST JIET.

A Handbook of Jewish Thought by A. Kaplan (2 books)

The Arye Kaplan’s Anthology including 13 Principles of Faith by A. Kaplan (2 books)

Kuuru renmanpHOro ydenoro p. Karmmana HecyT waen m cBeT Topbl. 3HaTh XOJ W BBICIIUE JOCTHIXKCHHUS
TpaIlHIII/IOHHOﬁ MBICJIN, U3JIOKEHHBIC Ha A3BIKE COBPEMEHHOCTH, HCO6XOHI/IMO, IITO6I>I IIOHATH ce6;1 KakK €Bped U
TOPIUTHCS ITUM.

Immortality, Resurrection and the Age of Universe: a Kabbalistic View by A. Kaplan

Belmeamiast nocMepTHO, KHUTA Pa3bsCHAET caMble TPYIHBIC BOTIPOCH! JIJISI CBETCKOTO YelIOBEKa.

Avot — Jewish Ethics — a classical commentary Meam Loes

MHOT0 HOBBIX aCIIEKTOB W Ba)KHBIX MBICIICH, HE OCBEIICHHBIX B MIPEKHUX U3JAHUAK, IIOMOTYT JIFOISIM
MIPABUJIIBHO COPHUEHTHPOBATHCS B KH3HU.

Good and Evil in Jewish Tradition, by Prof. Shmuel Rozenberg

OpnapeHHBIH HCTOPHK U PEIUTHO3HBIN Qriioco( MoKa3bIBaeT TpaIUIIMOHHbIE B3MJISABI HA 100pO | 3710.
aVikuach — a Hundred Years Debate Between Jews and Greeks Philosophers by Gad Erlanger

KomMmeHnTapmii k KJ1acCHUeCKOMY MTPOU3BEICHHIO EBPEHCKON MBICITH, aKTyaILHOMY U CETOIHS.

Judaism in a Nutshell by Shimon Apisdorf

Kpatkoe, ocTpoyMHOe 1 OJecTsIiee H3JI0KEeHNE eBPEHCKON TpaIulliy paBa U aBTOpa MHOTUX KHUT

Jewish Psychology and Ethics:

Ahavat Hesed by Chafez Chaim

Knaccuueckas kHATa MyZApela MpoIUIoro BeKa pacCKasbiBaeT O JIOOBH K A00pY, U3iaras 3aKOHbBI UCTIOIHEHHUS
ATOM 3amoBeu, 0€3 3HAHUS KOTOPBIX «100p0» MOKET 00CPHYTHCSI 3JIOM.

Let Us Make Man by R. Dr. Abraham Tversky

IToTOMCTBEHHBIH paBBHUH U NICUXHUATP, aBTOP 30 KHUT, MCXOAS U3 €BPEHCKUX IIEHHOCTEH, BO3BPANIACT YESTIOBEKY
JOCTOMHCTBO U IIO3UTHUBHYIO CAMOOIIEHKY, 0€3 4ero Helb3sl OBITh CUACTIIMBEIM M MPOIYKTHBHEIM HH B PEITHTHH,
HU B TIOBCETHEBHOW JKU3HH.

Pesach Krohn, Jewish Stories from Rav Shvadron

B 3TuX NOMIMHHBIX HCTOPHSAX 3aMEYaTEIbHOTO pacCKa3uhMKa pacKphIBaeTcss B JICHCTBHM XapaKTepHOE
eBpeiCKoe MUPOBO33PEHIE, BO3BBILICHHBIN U TPOTaTENbHBIA 00pa3 >KU3HH.

Rejoice: Everything is for the Best by M. Goldberg

KHura packpbIBaeT OJJMH U3 OCHOBHBIX €BPEHCKHUX MPHUHIUIIOB, KOTOpOMY padu AkuBa Hayuwics y U [am 3y.
OH coxpaHseT KU3Hb Hapoja i 00poCTh OTAENBHBIX JIIO/CH cpeu BceX Oe M KaTacTpod.

How to Improve Character: Short Practical Guide by Naftaly Hoffner

Kuura OpiBIero y3Huka KOHIUIarepsi 1 OOJBIIOTO YYEHOTO, BBIAAIOIIETOCS CBOCH CKPOMHOCTBIO, OTIpEIeNseT,
Kak, coOiozast 3aKoHbl Topkl, cTaTh YeToBeKOM.

The Power of Words by Zelig Pliskin

Mmnorue B Coro3e TOPIUINCH TEM, YTO TOBOPAT MPaBAy-MaTKy, HO «HHAas MPOCTOTa Xy>Ke BOPOBCTBa». KHura
YUUT, KaK BBIPAXaTh MBICIH B Pa3HBIX CHTYallUsX, YTOOBI HE PAHUTH U HE YOUBATH JIIOACH CIOBAMH, TPUIHHSAS
HETIONIPaBUMEIH BpesI M H cee.

Gateway to Happiness by Zelig Pliskin

Henpeccun — Oy, passmuii cnabbIX W CHIBHBIX. Kak MpeomoneTs WX W MPHATH K ONTHMH3MY W CYACTHIO?
VYdeHue HaIMX MYZAPELOB TOMOTAaeT MHOTHM CETOIHS.

Duties of Hearts, Hovot alevavot by Rabbeinu Bachya

Knaccuka eBpeiickoii 3STUKH — HECTaperolee MPOU3BEICHUE TeHHUS.

The Life’s Way of Torah (Shmuses on Weekly Parshah) by R. Pinchas’s Sheinberg

Briparomuiicst paBBUH Halllero BPEMEHHU MOKa3bIBaeT Ha MaTepuaiie Topbl COBETH M yKa3aHUS Ui PEICHHUs
HPABCTBEHHBIX MIPOOIIEM.

The Other Side of the Story by Yehudit Samet

[onHas roMoOpa ¥ MyIPOCTH KHUTA 00 UCIIOTHEHHUH 3aTI0BE/IN 1aBaTh IPUBUIIETUIO COMHEHUS, HAXO/s JIydlliee
00BsCHEHHE, Ka3aI0Ch OBI, OUEBHIHO HETaTHBHBIM MPOUCIIECTBHSM, YTO TO3BOJISAET IIPEAOTBPATHTE MACCy
HeI0pa3yMeHHii U KOH(JIUKTOB.

Bni Bechori Israel — My Son, My Firstborn, Israel by Ezriel Tauber
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Kuura OOHOI'0 M3 CaMbIX HM3BECTHBIX B MHPE JICKTOPOB W aBTOpa psAda KHUTI SMOIMOHAJIBHO W II0O-HOBOMY
PACKPBIBACT CYTh OCCHHHUX IMMPA3AHUKOB, pACKassHUA, I/I36paHHOCTI/I I/I3pa1/mﬂ 1 CMBICJI )KU3HH YCJIOBCKA.

Jewish Marriage, Family, Education:

Head to Heart. What to Know Before Dating and Marriage by G. Manolson

Jltopu «manaroT B 11000BB» M OIPOMETYUBO 3aKIFOYAIOT OpaKu: OCTAIOTCS pa30UThIe CEMbU M HECUACTHBIE IETH.
Uro nenare? lymats, mpexae dyem aenats. O yem? — Uuraiite KHUTY.

Two Faces of Man. Kabala on Love and Marriage compiled by G. Spinadel — 2 books

My>»X4YuHA ¥ KEHIIMHA — HOBBIC aCTEKTHI POJICTBA U OTJIMYHSA: 3aKOH, Kabaya, GUIoco(us, CIoBa MyAPEIOB U
YUEHBIX, ICUXOJIOTHSI, I093USI K MyAPOCTh B CYNPYKECKUX OTHOLICHUSX.

To Kindle a Soul by L. Kelemen

IMpodeccop KenmemeH yuyuT BOCIHMTAHUIO OYIIM — TJABHOW TEME JXWU3HU €BPEHCKOro HapoJa, HA4MHAs C
ABpaama.

R. Noach Orlovek

TpeTbst KHUTAa 3HAMEHUTOTO TIE/Iarora O BOCIIUTAHHH, ITOCJIE ITOMYJISIPHON Ha PYCCKOM SI3bIKe KHUTH «MOH ChIH
— MOM yYEHHK» O TOM, KaK JOOUTHCS TUCIUTLTUHBI TOOPOM.

Torah’s Truth — The Way to Tshuva:

Ohr leshav (Pathways) — by R. Shlomo Volbe

KHura Belgaromerocss paBB1Ha, y4uTels €BpeHCKON 3TUKH, MHOTO BBICTYNABIIIErO U Iepel] CBETCKUMU €BPESIMU
B KUOYIIaX U B apMHHU, PACKPBIBAET CyTh IIyTH K TPAAULIUH.

Living up to the Truth by R. Dr. Dovid Gottlieb

BeBmmii mpodeccop MaT. JOTHKM aMEpPHKAHCKOIO YHHUBEpPCHTETa, paB [ oTiMO NPHUBOAUT JOTHYECKHUE,
HUCTOPUYECKUE U COLMATIbHbIE OCHOBAHUS JUIS AU3HU coryiacHo Tope.

Beyond a Reasonable Doubt by Shmuel Waldman

HoBoe wu3nmanme mnomymnsipHOW KHUTH, cucremMarndyecku passuBas uaen JI. Kememena u p. /. T'ominba,
JIOKa3bIBaeT BAXKHOCTh U JJOCTOBEPHOCTh €BPEHCKOM Tpa Uiy

Nineteen Letters by R. Sh. R. Girsh

OTO INpou3BEAEHUE BBbIJAIOIIErocss MbIcauTens 19-ro Beka BepHYJO K Hapoay MHOMKECTBO €BpEEB, €ro
HHTEJUIEKTYaJIbHBIN TIOCHUI IIO-NIPEKHEMY COBPEMEHEH.

Visions of Greatness by R. Weiss

Masku — )KU3HEHHbBIE OPUEHTUPHI €Bpesl — BbIIAIOIIUECS PABBUHBI HEITaBHErO IPOILIOTO.

The Secret of Happiness — Shabbat by R. David Miller

KHura 3toro spy1upoBaHHOTO paBBUHA U OM3HECMEHa BepHYyJa Cy00O0Ty ThICSUaM eBpeeB.

How to Study our Texts: Why Jews are Sitting in Yeshiva for 2000 years?

7 Allegories: Agada from Talmud by R. Aviezer Volfson

Cka3ku 11004T Bce. Ho Kak OHATH UX HAMEK, ydeHUe eBpeiickux MyIperon?

13 Psalms — The Translation, Rules of Reading and Thorough Meaning by Z.Fuchson

[TcamMmer — camast unTaemasi KHUTa Ha cBeTe. Ho UToO OHU peaibHO TOBOPSIT?

The World of One Sugia

OrpoMHBIN 3aBOpaXUBAIOIIMKA MUpP pa3BOpauyMBaeTCsl Ha Tpex jJucTax TamMmyna M 30BET YWTATeNs MPHUHATH
y4acTue B MyTEIIECTBHH K caMoMy cele.

Iupkeit Asom, Kak yunts Mumny. M. JleBym (omy0imkoBaHa)

The Jungler and the King by Rav Aharon Feldman

Kuura usBectHoro aBropa M riaBbl emmuBbl Hep Mcpasns B bantumope noka3plBaeT HMCTHHHOE 3HA4YEHUE
Muopauietl — aJIeTOPUI MyAPEIOB.

The Way to Prayers:

Shma Israel — Law and Spirit in Judaism by Norman Lam (Harevartana)

B uem cBuIeTENILCTBO HAallIel Bepbl? ITO OOBICHIIOT MyAPEIbl PA3HOTO BPEMEHHU.
The Art of Jewish Prayer by R. Izhack Kerzner

Kak cnenats, uToObI Hamra mpock6a k TBOpITY JieTena CTPeoro U3 Jyka?

To Pray with Fire — a 5-minute lesson-a-day by R. Heshy Kleinman

Kak packpbITh cep/iie 1 ceaTh MOJIUTBY KeJaHHOMU, JIyUYIIUM BpeMeHeM JTHs?
Sidur Ashkenaz with translation and transliteration by G. Spinadel

MHorue XOTAT y4acTBOBaTh B 00ILEil MOJIUTBE — KHUTA CHUMAET SI3bIKOBBIN Oapbep.
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Birkat Hamazon Ashkenaz — Commentary, Translation, Transliteration by G. Spinadel
bnaronapute TBopIira nocine eapl — 3anoBeab U3 Topsl, Kak ee UCOMHATE? (pocketbook)
Hallel — Ibn Yahya and other commentaries compiled by G. Spinadel

Annenv — seputuna npociasnenusi Teopya — 6 wem e2o cymo?

Kadish — Commentary, Translation, Transliteration, pocketbook

Guide to Jewish Wedding — pocketbook with texts and explanations by Sominsky, Spinadel
Kpatkoe oObsicHeHHE TIOPSIIKA ¥ CMBICIIA ICHCTBUHN M OJIaroCIIOBEHUN eBPEHCKOM CBaIbOBI.
Circumcision — pocketbook: mopsIoK 1IepeMOHNY, OJIArOCIOBEHUS H CMBICI STOTO JICHCTBUSI.



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

